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GREEN SPACE/PARK COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

DATE: July 1, 2026   

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  

Doug Dresie Dan Newyear Michelle Balside  Pat Hogan Jim Ghere 

 

 

 Park Events 2026 

1.1 June Concert in the Park Results/Discussion: 

• The event was well attended and a huge success, even with the rain shower.   

• Beverage sales were $2,702.35, and expenses were $285.36. 

• All food trucks did well.  Street Kitchen sold out of food. 

• We need to add more volunteers for beverage sales and we need to get a banner made reading “Cold 

Drinks” for the booths for better visibility. 

• Jim is to add the wording “No outside cooler allowed” to the flyer for the August concert. 

• The grass was too long as it was not mowed prior to the event.  We received complaints from some 

attendees. 

• There was also a complaint about someone vaping in the crowd which disturbed some attendees.  The 

Park signage indicates they are non-smoking, but, we should consider adding “vaping” to the signage. 

• Michelle noted that “Italian Ice” may be and option to sell ourselves at future events. 

 

1.2 4th of July Bike Parade Planning: 

• The event is Saturday, July 4th, from 10am-12pm 

• Doug has picked up food and drinks for the event. 

• Volunteers to grill hot dogs, serve food, and do facepainting.  

• Doug has reached out to the contact person for the Amelia bike parade and will deliver cookies to her. 

 

1.3 August Concert in the Park Planning: 

• The event is Saturday, August 22nd, from 6pm-9pm. 

• Michelle advised that Papa Bear will not be at the August concert, but, Relish This will be added to the 

food truck lineup.  Jim is to make this change to the flyer. 

• Doug is to submit for the beer permit with Ohio Liquor Control. 

• Beverage quantities to be discussed at the August Parks meeting. 

 

1.4 Touch a Truck Event: 

• The event is scheduled for Spencer Shank Park on Saturday, September 19th, from 10am – 2pm.  There 

will be a 9am session for special needs kids. 

• The location will be the large field in front of the Dog Park.  Doug is to make a map. 

• Food trucks will be “Order Up” and Kona Ice.  

• We will need 2 or 3 temporary toilets.  Dan needs to understand location.  Doug will show him so that he 

can order. 

• There has been a decent response for participation including Ohio LandSAR, Service Department, Police 

Department, and the Sheriff’s Office.  We need confirmation from the Fire Department. 

• Dan suggested Koenig equipment as another potential participant. 
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 Park Improvements 

2.1 Jenny Lind Property/Storybook Trail: 

• Doug is to review OKI for potential grant opportunities for this initiative. 

• Doug and Pat need to hike again with GPS and establish a baseline map.  Doug and Pat will plan to do 

this when Pat recovers from his ankle injury. 

• There are Storybook Trails at Sycamore Park, East Fork State Park, and California Preserve.  It would be 

worth visiting these for ideas on content and signage. 

 

2.2 Clermont County Parks Grant Opportunity: 

Carl noted that the Township has been granted $15,000 for Locust Corner Park.  This includes a new slide, 

improved drainage of the playground, mulch replacement, and an AED for the baseball fields.  Doug noted 

that the work is being scheduled. 

 

2.3 Arboretum Project: 

The group reviewed potential signage/tags for trees.  Doug brought information from Plantsoon.  They offer 

signs for purchase, but, also offer website housing for information on trees in the arboretum.  They have a 

starter package for free which appears to include hosting 25 specimens, which is the amount required for a 

Level 1 Arboretum.  People would be able to scan a QR code from the sign and be taken to the Plantsoon site 

to learn more about the tree.  Doug will investigate this service further.  Pat and Doug will work on tree 

identification this month. 

 

2.4 The group discussed shelter reservations, as Laura with the Service Department has mentioned recent 

damage at Spencer Shank.  The Committee did discuss this a couple of years ago, but, difficulties with 

enforcement and policing were noted as an issue.  The group discussed improving signage.  This will be 

discussed further at future meetings and with the Service Department. 

2.5  

2.6  

 

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, August 4, 2026, 6:30pm 

 

Minutes prepared by:  Doug Dresie 


