
 

 

 Pierce Township Trustees 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

May 20, 2026  

 

      The Board of Trustees of Pierce Township, Clermont County, Ohio met for their Regular 

Meeting at 6:30p.m., Wednesday, May 20, 2026 at 950 Locust Corner Rd. Cincinnati, Ohio 

45245. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  

     Chairman Allen Freeman called the meeting to order. Trustee Nick Kelly, Trustee Joe 

Sheppard and Chairman Allen Freeman were present at roll call.  Police Chief Paul Broxterman, 

Service Department Director Norman Darnell, Fire Chief Craig Wright, Administrator Eddie 

McCarthy, Community Development and Planning Director Christine Celsor, Communications 

and Special Projects Coordinator Carl Bohart and Fiscal Officer Debbie Schwey were also 

present.      

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

      Mr. Chuck Lang led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

     Fiscal Officer Schwey requests a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes held on 

April 26, 2026.  Trustee Kelly made the motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Sheppard.  Roll 

call:  All aye.   

 

DEPARTMENTAL UPDATES: 

     Police Chief Broxterman reported Casting with Cops held Saturday, April 25th was a great 

success.  The event was held at Locust Lake and 30 kids were there.  

       

     Fire Chief Wright reported with full-time hiring last month, the full-time roster is completely 

full.  As a result, overtime has significantly been reduced.   

 

     The White Oak project is moving forward.  The first closure is scheduled from May 26th 

through June 3rd   as they start on the sewer main replacement. 

 

     Crews were dispatched for a carbon monoxide issue at Kroger.  The crew encountered a 

chlorine spill in the loading dock.  During the event several equipment items were exposed to 

chlorine.  The losses total $25,276.00 plus the cost of hazmat suits.   

 

    To make the Board aware of the passing of former Fire Chief Thomas Schenz passed away 

last month.  Thomas was a long-time member of the department and served as the Fire Chief two 

separate times.  Tom is the father of our current Captain Tom Schenz. 

 

    Parks & Greenspace-Communications and Special Projects Coordinator Doug Dresie reported 

Circus in the Park was successful.  There were approximately 400 to 500 people in attendance. 

 



 

 

    The next event is Concert in the Park being June 20th.  

 

    Planning and Development Director Celsor reported there are 2 vacancies on the Zoning 

Commission.   

 

     Data Centers update: currently has an 8 month moratorium that was adopted February 11, 

2026.  At the Zoning Commission discussed a potential data center regulations at its April 7th 

meeting. Discussion was on small nuclear facilities, infrastructure, water demand, noise and 

emergency preparedness.  Staff was directed to review Clermont County’s approach to data 

center regulation and responses from townships within the county to help inform future 

regulations for Pierce Township.  

 

      Administrator McCarthy reported on the proposals from Joe Garrett, Trebel, aggregation for 

electric and gas.   

 

    Township Administrator Eddie McCarthy requests a motion to approve to enter into 

agreement with Trebel for electric and gas aggregation. The newly negotiated term shall be for 

up to two (2) additional year(s) and negotiated pricing shall be equal to or less than $0.0799 per 

kWh for electric and equal to or less than $0.799 per ccf for gas. Trustee Kelly made the motion 

to approve, seconded by Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  All aye 

 

    Communications and Special Projects Coordinator Bohart reported on recommendations for 

website hosting and redesign services.  He stated there is a clear need for these services 

particularly due to the retirement of Officer Jason Doerman.  Additionally, the township website 

must be fully ADA compliant by April 26, 2027.  The committee consisting of department heads 

reviewed vendor proposals, the recommendation is to go with Shumaker Technology Group for 

the project.   

 

   Trustee Kelly made the motion to go with Shumaker Technology Group to draw up a contract 

and negotiate contract and the amount not to exceed $4,500.00. Trustee Sheppard seconded the 

motion.  Roll call:  All aye. 

 

    Service Department Director Darnell reported Dave Schneider has been with the township for 

15 years. 

 

    All footers are poured and ready for Memorial Day.  

 

    The Oak Street project, have the final drawing and work will begin mid- June. 

 

     Slaven Road, hill slipping into the creek.  Getting quotes for concrete blocks to shore up the 

hill.   

 

      OKI Grant: the township did not qualify for the paving grant.  

 

       Bennett Road project, an expensive fix.  Have been getting quotes and working with the 

Clermont County Engineers Office. 



 

 

    Discussion on Bennett Road, Chuck Lang gave his concerns for how the road narrows from 

St. Rt. 125, Union Township to Pierce Township. Also concerns with passing issues with trucks, 

school buses and cars.   

 

    Chairman Freeman made the motion to direct the Service Department Director Darnell to 

begin work on Bennett Rd. and the cost not to exceed $3,000.00.  Trustee Kelly seconded the 

motion.  Roll call:  All aye.        

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

     The fiscal office included and provided a cash summary by fund, a bank reconciliation report, 

receipt account report and an appropriation status report to the Board of Trustees. 

 

     Fiscal Officer Schwey requests a motion for approval of the payment of payroll for the month 

of March, 2026 in the amount of $471,498.58. Trustee Kelly the motion to approve, seconded by 

Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  All aye.  

 

   Fiscal Officer Schwey requests a motion for approval of the payment of bills for the month of 

March, 2026 in the amount of $314,129.83.  Trustee Sheppard made the motion to approve, 

seconded by Trustee Kelly. Roll call:  All aye. 

 

   Fiscal Officer Debbie Schwey requests a motion to approve the employee health insurance 

renewal for the plan year beginning August 1, 2026 with Jefferson Health Plan as recommended 

by the Center for Local Government Benefits Pool. The increase will be a recommended 0% 

increase over the 2026-2027 plan year. Trustee Kelly made the motion to approve, seconded by 

Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  All aye. 

 

    Fiscal Officer Schwey requests a motion to pay West Clermont School District for spring of 

2025, fall of 2025 and spring of 2026 for $145,154.15 from the Wal-Mart Tif to make the 

schools whole.  Trustee Sheppard made the motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Kelly. Roll 

call:  All aye. 

 

   Fiscal Officer Schwey requests a motion that the Board approve the Delta Dental renewal with 

the Center for Local Governments at 6% increase for the year beginning August 8, 2026.  

Trustee Kelly made the motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  All aye. 

 

  Police Chief Paul Broxterman requests a motion to purchase ammunition from Vance’s Law 

Enforcement for $4,723.50. The department last purchased ammunition in 2022. The 

ammunition is needed for the department’s biannual firearms training. Trustee Sheppard made 

the motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Kelly. Roll call:  All aye. 

  

   Police Chief Paul Broxterman requests is a motion to approve payment of the first-year invoice 

from Axon Enterprise, Inc., totaling $19,194.27.  Trustee Kelly made the motion to approve, 

seconded by Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  All aye 

 



 

 

    Police Chief Paul Broxterman requests a motion to accept the resignation of Police Officer 

Ryan Poling, effective May 30, 2026.  Trustee Sheppard made the motion to approve, seconded 

by Trustee Kelly. Roll call:  All aye. 

 

   Police Chief Paul Broxterman requests a motion to approve payment to Pro-Tech Sales in the 

amount of $5,912. The invoice covers the cost of replacement body armor for three lieutenants 

and a police officer.  Trustee Kelly made the motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Sheppard.  

Roll call:  All aye 

 

  Police Chief Paul Broxterman requests a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Jesse 

Edwards to a full-time sworn position of Police Officer, at the Step 1 hourly rate of $33.12, 

contingent on the completion of his OPOTC Basic Police Academy class, receiving his Ohio 

peace officer certification, passing a psychological assessment, and a medical exam with a drug 

test. The effective date of Mr. Edwards’ appointment is TBD.  Trustee Sheppard made the 

motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Kelly. Roll call:  All aye. 

 

    Fire Chief Craig Wright requests a motion to approve resignation of Part-time Firefighter / 

EMT McKinzi Rauch effective April 15, 2026. Trustee Kelly made the motion to approve, 

seconded by Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  All aye 

 

   Fire Chief Craig Wright requests a motion to approve the appointment of Part-time Firefighter 

/ EMT Gabriel Sosa at the established rate effective May 21, 2026, and shall serve a one (1) year 

probationary period.  Trustee Sheppard made the motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Kelly. 

Roll call:  All aye. 

 

   Fire Chief Craig Wright requests a motion to approve the invoice to St. Elizabeth Business 

Health Services for the township Employee Assistance Program in the amount of $3,100.00. 

Noting this expense is divided among all departments.  Trustee Kelly made the motion to 

approve, seconded by Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  All aye 

 

   Fire Chief Craig Wright requests a motion to approve the yearly preventative maintenance 

service and thermostat replacement on the Sutphen fire engine with Atlantic Heavy Duty in the 

amount of $3,706.77.  Trustee Sheppard made the motion to approve, seconded by Trustee 

Kelly. Roll call:  All aye. 

 

   Fire Chief Craig Wright requests a motion to approve the purchase of a 2026 Dodge Durango 

Pursuit AWD from Mt. Orab Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram in the amount of $39,621.00 to replace 

the Deputy Chief’s vehicle noting Mt. Orab Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram beat the Ohio State term 

price.  Trustee Kelly made the motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  All 

aye 

 

   Service Department Director, Norman Darnell, requests a motion to approve the carryover of 

40 hours of vacation for Mechanic Dave Schneider to be used within a year per the personnel 

policy.  Trustee Sheppard made the motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Kelly. Roll call:  All 

aye. 

 



 

 

   Service Department Director, Norman Darnell, requests a motion to approve the purchase of 

twenty 18X20’ pipes for the Oak Street Road Project from Winsupply of Reading in the amount 

of $5,061.40 using the Glen Mary TIF.  Trustee Kelly made the motion to approve, seconded by 

Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  All aye 

 

   Service Department Director, Norman Darnell, requests a motion to approve the purchase of a 

single slide from DWA Recreation in the amount of $7,844.29 using the Prestwick TIF #1. 

Trustee Sheppard made the motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Kelly. Roll call:  All aye. 

 

   Service Department Director, Norman Darnell, requests a motion to approve the purchase of 

playground mulch from Irvine Wood Recovery in the amount of $3,550.00 using the Prestwick 

TIF #1.  Trustee Sheppard made the motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Kelly. Roll call:  

All aye 

 

   Township Administrator Eddie McCarthy requests a motion to approve the Center for Local 

Government Membership Dues for 2026 in the amount of $3,825.  Trustee Kelly made the 

motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  All aye. 

 

   Chairman. Freeman requests a motion to approve a 2-year extension of the Administrator’s 

contract. Trustee Kelly made the motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  

All aye 

     

 Executive Session: 
    Chairman Freeman requests a motion to adjourn into Executive Session as permitted by Ohio 

Revised Code Section 121.22 (G)(3) to conference with the Township Attorney to discuss 

imminent or pending litigation at 7:35p.m.  Trustee Kelly made the motion to approve, seconded 

by Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  All aye 

 

     Chairman Freeman requests a motion to come out of Executive Session at 7:50p.m.  Trustee 

Kelly made the motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  All aye. 

 

     Chairman Freeman motion to authorize the Administrator to execute all necessary documents 

to finalize the settlement of the litigation titled Logan Creek v. Pierce Township Board of 

Trustees, et al.  Discussion followed.  Trustee Kelly made the motion to approve, seconded by 

Trustee Sheppard.  Roll call:  All aye. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT/OPEN FLOOR DISCUSSION/PRESENTATION:  

     Mrs. Jennifer Taylor about storage unit. 

 

     Mr. Doug Dresie asked about any development with the old Beckjord Station. 

 

     Mr. Stan Shadwell asked for a brief explanation regarding Locust Corner Park and Logan 

Creek. 

 

     Ms. Michelle Balside stated there will be a 4th of July Bike Parade on Hummingbird Way.    

 



 

 

 ADJOURNMENT:  

     Trustee Kelly made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00p.m.  Seconded by Trustee 

Sheppard.  Roll call:  All aye. 

 

 

 

 

ATTESTED: 

    The Pierce Township Board of Trustees approved the foregoing minutes on June 10, 2026. 

 

_____________________________ 

Chairman Allen Freeman, Pierce Township Board of Trustee 

 

_______________________________ 

Debbie S. Schwey, Pierce Township Fiscal Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

    
         

 



 

 

 

 

    

 

    

 

    

 



 

 

 

     

 
 

       

 
 
 
 
 
 


