Business Resource Guide

Overview of Pierce Township

Quality of Life at Its Best
Nestled within the rolling hills of southern
Clermont County, Ohio, Pierce Township
offers a respite for those seeking rural-like
living within a short drive to the amenities
of a larger metropolitan area. The Township is only an approximate 20 minute
drive to downtown Cincinnati, within a 30
minute drive to an international airport and
in close proximity to many other family-friendly amenities.

With a rich history of serving as a landing
spot for early Americans heading west,
including a port for Civil War ships, native
American settlements and stops for the
underground railroad, Pierce Township
now features a unique mix of planned
neighborhoods, including golf-course living, private homes on expansive lots overlooking the
beautiful Ohio River and a variety of other affordable housing; both older and newer. Anchored
by over 300 acres of beautiful park land, bike trails, playgrounds, green space, golf courses
and bike trails, Pierce Township continues to be a sought-after location for people of all ages to
live, work and play.

Demographics

The population of Pierce Township is nearing 15,000 within an unincorporated area of 23 square
miles. The average household income approaches $100,000 and the median household income is
$74,000. Pierce Township residents value home ownership and enhancing the value of their residential base. Of the 6,100 housing units in the township 73% are owner occupied, the average home
value is $253,000 and the median home value is $205,000. There are 12,300 citizens in the township
residing in families with an average household size of 2.54 and family size of three. The population
density is 648 per square mile. The demographic composition forms the basis for a strong community
identity.  

Transportation

Located in southwestern Ohio, 30 minutes east of downtown Cincinnati, Pierce Township provides
easy access via I-275 to Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana from three interstates: I-71, I-74 and I-75.
The Township’s primary east-west traffic route experiences about 35,000 vehicles per day via State
Route 125 (Beechmont Avenue) east through the Village of Amelia. The Ohio River serves as the
southern border for the township which is traversed by State Route 52.
Pierce has ready access to bus lines, CART which is a localized transportation service for Clermont
County, and taxi service.

Planning and Zoning
Development and use of property is regulated through the Pierce Township
Zoning Resolution. The Zoning Resolution outlines all regulations in each zoning
district in the Township. The Zoning Commission is comprised of five community
volunteers who review all zoning amendments and make recommendations to the
Pierce Township Trustees.

Business Incentives

Pierce Township is open for business and offers incentives for businesses to locate in the township.
Pierce has used several Tax Incentive Financing (TIFs) and has other available incentives for businesses to locate in the township. The business incentives offered by the township are as follows:

Tax Increment Financing

Tax Increment Financing is an economic development mechanism available to local governments in Ohio to finance public
infrastructure improvements and, in certain circumstances,
residential rehabilitation. TIFs are implemented at the local
level and may be created by a township, municipality or county.
Payments derived from the increased assessed value of any
improvement to real property beyond that amount are directed
towards a separate fund to finance the construction of public
infrastructure defined within the TIF legislation. Local jurisdictions seeking to establish a TIF project must enact legislation
that (a) designates the parcel(s) to be exempted from taxation, (b) declares improvements to private
property within the specified area as serving a public purpose, (c) delineates the public infrastructure
improvements to be made that will directly benefit the parcel, and (d) specifies the equivalent funds to
be created for those redirected monies. Only those public infrastructure improvements directly serving
the increased demand arising from the real property improvements to the parcel(s) or an Incentive
District are eligible for TIF financing.

Joint Economic Development District (JEDD)

A JEDD is an arrangement in Ohio where one or more municipalities and a township agree to work
together to develop township land for commercial or industrial purposes. The benefit to the municipality is that they get a portion of the taxes levied in the JEDD without having to annex it. The benefits
to the township are that it does not lose prime development land, it can still collect property taxes as
well as a portion of the income tax collected. To create a JEDD, the municipality and township work
together to create a contract. This contract specifies details such as how taxes are levied and shared,
annexation prohibitions, and responsibility for the provisions of public services. The communities then
vote on the agreement. The issue must pass in each community for the JEDD to be approved.

Community Identity
Pierce Township remains one of the hidden gems within the Cincinnati region.
With reasonable property taxes, excellent Township services and easy access
to shopping and recreation, the Township continues to attract residents from
across the region.
The wide variety of neighborhoods and housing throughout Pierce is both unique and
expansive, and offers a mix of rural and urban
settings. If a person is looking for a larger estate, Pierce even offers homes on large tracts
of land on the ridges overlooking the Ohio
River. Pierce offers a variety of home choices
from apartment living to traditional neighborhoods, and also hosts golf course communities at Legendary Run and Stillmeadow.
As the region grows, so too does the demand for housing in Pierce Township.
While the housing options in Pierce continue to grow, so too does the quick access by residents to
nearby restaurants, grocers, movies and other amenities. Pierce has embarked on a plan to build an
entertainment and shopping district along Route 125 on the north border of the Township. These districts are only a short drive from most homes and offer top notch grocery shopping, first run movies
and restaurants. Pierce continues in its efforts to attract new and exciting shopping and recreation by emphasizing its growing and affluent residential sector and attractive tax profile.
The primary commercial corridor of the township is State Route 125. Over the past few years, this
area is experiencing a renaissance through a variety of development, including Pierce Point Cinema
10, Kroger Marketplace, and other new businesses. These complement the well-established companies who have called Pierce Township home for years. With a rapidly growing and affluent residential sector, an attractive tax profile, and strategic location, Pierce Township is a logical destination
for small, medium, or large businesses looking to expand or relocate. Our Trustees, Administration,
departments, and committees are eager to provide technical, financial, or informational assistance
to current or prospective businesses. We can also potentially help finance quality projects through a
variety of different incentives. Pierce is dedicated to cultivating responsible commercial development
and job creation, which will serve the needs of our residents and benefit our community as a whole.  
.

The rolling landscape for the township provides countless opportunities for nature lovers and outdoor
enthusiasts. This is partially made possible through the emphasis on greenspace, which is a point of
pride for business owners and residents alike. Pierce Township is committed to balancing development and the preservation of many of its natural features. As a result, there are walking trails, bike
paths, or other opportunities for outdoor enthusiasts throughout the Township. For example, Pierce
Park, Pierce Nature Trail, and Woodland Mound Park are enjoyed year round and offer extensive
hiking trails, picnic facilities, and more. Pierce Township is also home to the award-winning golf
courses, Stillmeadow Country Club and Golf Course, and Legendary Run Golf Course. River access is readily available along the township’s long southern border for boaters, fishers, campers, and
anyone else who wants to spend time along the mighty Ohio River. Finally, Pierce Township hosts a
number of community events throughout the year, such as National Night Out, Easter Egg Hunt, Kids
Bike Parade, and Park Fest.
Opportunities abound in Pierce Township. The Trustees, Administrator, departments and committees
are eager to provide information demonstrating why Pierce is the right place to locate your business.
Pierce offers a significant array of incentives that can be explored to cultivate responsible commercial development and job creation.   

Public Services

Fire and Rescue

When minutes count the
Pierce Township Fire Department is prepared to respond
to a multitude of different
emergencies. The strength of
the department is due to the
cross- training personnel in
fire suppression and emergency medical care, water rescue,
weapons of mass destruction
response, hazardous materials response, and confined
space and rope rescue. With
constant training and modern
equipment, the department
provides the finest possible service twenty-four hours per day. The department currently employs sixty-two dedicated men and women of whom nine are always on duty
The Pierce Township Fire Department is highly rated with the Insurance Services Office Inc. (ISO).
When not responding to emergencies, the members are active in the schools through various fire
prevention and education initiatives, and service and maintain fire hydrants, conduct commercial life
safety inspections and pre-incident surveys, install smoke detectors, conduct car seat installations,
teach CPR and First Aid and maintain the stations and equipment, and strive to support, build, and
better our community.

Police

Since its founding, the police department is responsible for all segments of
law enforcement service within Township. The department is levy supported.

The police department prides itself with
one of the lowest crime rates in Clermont County and has an exceptional
closure rate with cases solved which is
higher than the national average. The
department believes in a commitment
to Community Oriented Policing, knowing that by listening and working with
our citizens makes a safer community.
Some examples of our community engagement are National Night Out, Citizens Police Academy,
Daily School Checks, Shop with an Officer, Senior Services Senior Visit program, Vacation Checks,
and the Junior Police Academy. Other examples of community engagement have been started by our
officers and are unique only to Pierce Township. These include The Golden Ticket Program, Alzheimer’s Dementia Reporting System, and a gift card disbursement program where officers voluntarily
have a small percentage of their pay taken out and gift cards purchased to give to people they encounter in need of immediate help.  
The department strives to keep our residents better informed with the daily operations of the department and instituted a Facebook page which has been met with great success. The department
provides crime mapping so residents can see what type of crimes are being reported in their neighborhoods. The department also provides pertinent information on crime trends and even asks for
the community’s help in identifying suspects in cases where there is surveillance footage of unknown
suspects.  
The vision of the police department is to continue to provide the safest community for our residents
as possible, while maintaining the excellent partnership with our residents that exist today. The department is committed to fiscal responsibly and continuous quality improvement which place a premium on training, education, and professional development. This year, officers received an average
of 32 hours of advanced training as well as 20 hours mandated by the state. In 2017 the department
voluntarily participated in the State of Ohio’s Collaborative Community-Police Advisory Board certification process. This program developed a set of common standards for law enforcement agencies in
areas like Community Engagement, Use of Force, and Hiring. Participating agencies are assessed by
outside evaluators on their compliance to the states standards; Pierce Township Police Department
was awarded certification in January 2017. Also, in 2017 the department received the “Gold” award
by Triple AAA, the second highest rating available, for traffic safety making Pierce Township one of
only 17 agencies in the Tri-state to be recognized for its traffic safety programs.  
The officers are proud of their police department and the excellent job they do on a daily basis. They
have a sense of pride in the community and enjoy the close working relationships with our residents,
evident in the wave and smile you will see from the officers while on patrol or out on foot interacting
with the residents.

Service Department
The Pierce Township service department provides quality maintenance services to township
roadways, storm drainage systems, public park
areas and Township cemeteries to ensure public
safety and enhanced quality of life for the community.
The service department maintains over 55 miles
of roads with a six- person work crew. The Department works to ensure all township roads are
clear of snow, ice, fallen debris and potholes on a year-round basis.
Some of the services performed in road maintenance include asphalt patching, crack sealing, roadside ditch cleaning, chip sealing, gravel road grading, dust control application, installation and maintenance of all signage, roadside mowing, snow and ice control, roadside shoulder repair, tree and brush
trimming and dead animal removal from road right-of-ways, and storm water drainage system repair.
In addition, the department maintains township owned buildings and open spaces including two parks
and a cemetery. This includes mowing, trimming, installing footers, open/closing of the graves, and
maintenance of two ball fields.

Parks
Pierce Township has three parks. Pierce Township Park, located at 961 Locust Corner Road, offers
a paved walking path, playground, picnic tables, baseball fields, and basketball and tennis courts.
Pierce hosts several community events at the park throughout the year. The fields are available to
schedule for practices at certain times of the year. The park offers several trail routes through the
woods, starting off the parking lot.
The Pierce Nature Trail is located at 871 Locust Corner Road and offers acres of natural walking
trails, wildlife viewing and picnic areas. The newest park Pierce Preserve Trails is located on Pond
Run Road and covers over 146 acres.

Administration

513-752-6262

Police Department 						
    Emergency- 911
    Non-emergency Main number 513-752-4100
    Clermont County Communications 513-732-2231

Fire Department
    Emergency 911
    Non-emergency 513-732-2231
    24 hour Crisis line 513-248-0421
    Station 44 office 513-752-6273
    Station 45 office 553-1757 (Ohio Township)

Service Department
513-752-6262

Cemetery

513-752-6262

Zoning and Planning
513-752-6262

www.piercetownship.org

