
Pierce Township Trustees 

Meeting  

Minutes 

 

January 8, 2014  6:30 PM 

 

 The Board of Trustees of Pierce Township, Clermont County, Ohio met in 

Regular Session at 6:30 PM, on Wednesday January 8, 2014 at the Pierce Township 

Administration Building, 950 Locust Corner Road. 

 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Chairman Bonnie Batchler called the meeting to order. Board members answering 

roll call:  Mrs. Bonnie Batchler, Mr. Bob Pautke and Mr. Richard Riebel,    

Also present were Township Administrator, David Elmer, Township, Fire Chief Craig 

Wright, Assistant Fire Chief Scott Light, Police Chief Jeff Bachman, and Assistant 

Township Administrator for Planning, Zoning and Community Development, Tim 

Hershner, Public Works Manager John Koehler, Public Works Foreman, Matt Smith, 

Claudia Carroll, Assistant to the Administrator and Legal Counsel, Tom Keating. 

 

 Clermont County Commission Bob Proud Lead the Prayer and Invocation of the 

Board. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 Mrs. Batchler asked everyone to join the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance and 

then introduced herself as Chairman of the Board, Mr. Pautke as Vice-Chairman and Mr. 

Riebel as member for the Board of Trustees in 2014.  

 

Celebratory Events & Items 

 Mrs. Batchler explained for 2014, the meeting agenda has been changed and 

announced that Pierce Township would beginning in 2014 recognize events and 

successes within the Township.   

 

 First, Mrs. Batchler introduced Fire Lt. Suzanne Owens who had recently written 

a compliment to the Public Works Department for not only clearing roadways 

during recent winter storms, but she thanked the Public Works Department for 

their offer to personally escort the Fire Department to a run on Hopper Hill so that 

the run time would be shortened and the Fire Department personnel and 

equipment would arrive safely.  Fire Lt. Suzanne Owens reminded the audience of 

the hazards of traveling Bradbury Road during snowy conditions.  Commissioner 

Proud chimed in and also congratulated the Public Works Department for their 

efforts to clear and maintain safe navigation on the Township roads. 

 Second, Mrs. Batchler and the Board announced attending the grand opening and 

ribbon cutting ceremony for Dickie’s BBQ on St. Rt. 125 and their excitement in 

welcoming a new business.  The Board noted the food was delicious and with the 

beverage cups given to the Township from Dickie’s BBQ, the Board posed for a 

picture. 



 Third, Mr. Hershner announced the he has created a program called “Pierce 

Pride” which is showcasing Township property owners with homes and properties 

which have made significant improvements or that demonstrate character, quality 

and uniqueness.  He cited the home located at 3350 Jenny Lind Road and 

provided pictures of the dramatic improvements which have been made by the 

new home owners.  

 

Approval of Minutes – December 30, 2013 - Cleanup Meeting 

 Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Batchler to approve the minutes of 

the December 30, 2013,  Clean-up Meeting of the Board of Trustees as presented.  Roll 

call on motion:  Mr. Riebel- aye, Mrs. Batchler – aye and Mr. Pautke – abstained. 

 

BOARD MOTIONS 

 

Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded Mr. Pautke that based upon the 

recommendation of Clermont County Engineer; the Board approves the 2013 Township 

Highway System Mileage Certification of 57.144 miles.  Roll call on motion:  All aye.    

 

Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded Mr. Pautke that the Board authorize 

Administrator Elmer to submit and process an application for Clean Ohio Greenspace 

Funds to acquire land, including Parcel #272811D016 (30+acres of land formerly known 

as Skyvalley Swim & Golf Club) to be used for preservation of greenspace, protection of 

the riparian corridor and in support of buffering nearby County water well-heads.  Roll 

call on motion:  All aye.    

 

Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded Mr. Riebel that the Board authorize 

Administrator Elmer to submit and process an application for transportation Funds 

through Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana (OKI) Regional Council of Governments to acquire 

land, including Parcel #272811D016 (30+acres of land formerly known as Skyvalley 

Swim & Golf Club) to be used as trailhead facilities and hike-bike paths connected with 

the Ohio River Trail System.  Roll call on motion:  All aye.    

 

Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded Mr. Riebel that the Board authorize 

Administrator Elmer and Law Director Keating to negotiate a favorable agreement with 

the Clermont County Water Services Division and the Indian Valley Land Co. (Mike & 

Lisa Meddenhall) to acquire Parcel #272811D016 (30+acres of land formerly known as 

Skyvalley Swim & Golf Club) offering no more than $40,000.00 cash plus grant funds 

derived from the Clean Ohio Greenspace Fund and/or from the OKI Transportation 

funds. The Board noted that if a favorable agreement is reached, the Board of Trustees 

will then be presented with that agreement for review and approval or denial.  Roll call 

on motion:  All aye.    

 

Payment of Bills – December 31, 2013 

Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon the 

recommendation of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the payment of bills 



from December 31, 2013 in the amount of $105,484.19 as previously provided.  Roll call 

on motion:  All aye. 

 

It is noted that the full Township Report for this meeting of the Board of Trustees 

included from the Fiscal Office the following reports to the Board for their review.  There 

were no inquiries relative to the reports. 

 

 Cash Fund Balance Report 

 Cash Summary by Fund Report  

 Bank Reconciliation Report 

 Receipt Account Status Report 

 Appropriation Status Report  

 

Executive Session 

At 7:04 PM, Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke to enter into 

Executive to discuss personnel matters, employment, and compensation, pursuant to 

ORC 121.22 (G) (1).  However, the Board actually adjourned in Executive Session at 

7:13 PM due to a question from a resident. Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 

At 9:41 PM, Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Batchler to leave 

Executive Session.  It is noted that no action was taken by the Board during the Executive 

Session. 

 

Mr. Pautke suggested that a review be held in six months regarding compensation 

matters for Mr. Koehler and Mr. Smith, and Mr. Hershner. 

 

Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based on the advice of 

Township Attorney Keating, the Board rescind and retract the acceptance of the request 

for retirement by Chief Bachman and Police Lieutenant Ed Dye based on the requirement 

of ORC 145.381, and that the Board hereby orders that a notice be published for a 

minimum of 60 days concerning the Board’s consideration to re-employ Chief Bachman 

and Lt. Dye.  Further, the Board hereby sets Tuesday February 18, 2014 at 3:00 PM to 

hold a public hearing at 950 Locust Corner Road, Cincinnati, Ohio on the issue of 

rehiring Chief Bachman and Lt. Dye.  Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 At 9:49 PM, Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Batchler that the 

meeting be adjourned.  Roll call on motion:  All aye.  
 

ATTESTED: 

The Pierce Township approved the foregoing minutes of the Board of Trustees on: 

 

____________________ 

Karen Register, Township Fiscal Officer 
____________________ 
Mrs. Batchler, Chairman 

Pierce Township Board of Trustees 


