
Pierce Township Trustees 
Meeting  
Minutes 

 
March 12, 2014  6:30 PM 

 
 The Board of Trustees of Pierce Township, Clermont County, Ohio met in 
Regular Session at 6:30 PM, on Wednesday March 12, 2014 at the Pierce Township 
Administration Building, 950 Locust Corner Road. 
 
INVOCATION 

Chairman Bonnie Batchler invited Gary Struck from the Pierce Township Fire 
Department to lead the meeting in prayer. 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 Chairman Bonnie Batchler called the meeting to order. Board members answering 
roll call:  Mrs. Bonnie Batchler, Mr. Bob Pautke and Mr. Richard Riebel,    
Also present were Township Fire Chief Craig Wright, Assistant Fire Chief Scott Light, 
Police Chief Jeff Bachman, and Assistant Township Administrator for Planning, Zoning 
and Community Development, Tim Hershner, Public Works Manager John Koehler, 
Public Works Foreman, Matt Smith, and Claudia Carroll, Assistant to the Administrator. 
Legal Counsel, Tom Keating was also in attendance. 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 Mrs. Batchler asked everyone to join the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
then requested any Trustee updates.   
 
Celebratory Events & Items 
 Mrs. Batchler announced that Mayor Todd Hart of Amelia was in attendance and 
that Mayor Hart had asked to publicly express his and the village’s appreciation for Mr. 
Painter’s and the Public Works Department assistance in repairing Amelia streets. 
 

Mr. Pautke covered the recent Salute to Leaders event and then introduced Kathy 
Wilson, the recent award recipient to the audience.  Kathy Wilson came up with one of 
her therapy dogs and then shared with the audience how the twelve therapy dogs are 
utilized at Locust Corner Elementary School and the success that the program has 
enjoyed by providing stress relief to children who have difficulty in reading, or while 
taking tests. 

The Board also recognized that Chief Jeff Bachman of Pierce Township and his 
team had received the Community Project Award at Salute to Leaders banquet for the 
Community Project Award.  Chief Bachman explained that he and a group of business 
leaders within the Clermont County Lead Class had developed a program to teach “Stop 
and Think” skills to teens before they have children to prevent and stop future child 
abuse.  The program “Stopping the Abuse Before It Ever Starts” had been taught in four 
area high schools in 2013 and that the group is planning on teach the course “Stopping 
the Abuse Before It Ever Starts” to all Clermont county high schools in 2014.  



 
Mr. Pautke and the Board then recognized Sheriff Tim Rodenburg and Judge 

Kathy Rodenburg (Pierce Township Residents) as the recipients of the William H. Over 
Leadership Award for their help and use of the Rodenberg Family Foundation to support 
worthwhile community projects, events and activities. 
   

The Board presented to Connie Gravitt a Salute to Service award and also 
presented her with her Fire Helmet and badge for her many years of service to Pierce 
Township Fire and Emergency Services.  It was noted that she was the first female officer 
in 2002 after she had assisted Pierce Township in transitioning from a basic Life Squad to 
a paid Paramedic Unit beginning in 2000. 

 
Finally, Mrs. Batchler acknowledged that four Township personnel or elected 

officials had recently celebrated birthdays, these birthdays were celebrated by: Richard 
Riebel, Tim Hershner, John Koehler and Bonnie Batchler.  

 
The Board also updated the community on the value of the Township 

Association’s meeting in Columbus Ohio, citing the training classes, workshops and 
discussions with other elected Township officials from throughout the State of Ohio, 
noting that these meetings are truly worthwhile. 

 
The Board also confirmed that the Hike Bike Path is out to bid and that the bids 

are due March 28, 2013. 
      
Approval of Minutes – February 11, 2014 – Regular Meeting 

 Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke to approve the minutes of the 
February 11, 2014, Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees as presented.  Roll call on 
motion:  All aye. 
 

Approval of Minutes – February 24, 2014 - Special Meeting 
 Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel to approve the minutes of the 
February 24, 2014, Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees as presented.  Roll call on 
motion:  All aye. 
 

Approval of Minutes – February 26, 2014 - Special Meeting 
 Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke to approve the minutes of the 
February 26, 2014, Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees as presented.  Roll call on 
motion:  All aye. 
 
 New Reporting System OHLEG RMS - Approved 

Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke based upon the 
recommendation of Adm. Lieutenant Bennett to upgrade the Pierce Township Police 
Department reporting system at no cost to the township to the reporting system called 
OHLEG RMS.  This web-based system requires an active Internet connection to process 
reports.  It was noted that the old system LEOT was not web based and allowed officers 
to process reports while in the cars using existing Computer Aided Dispatching CAD 



computers, however the Law Enforcement Automated Data System (LEADS) restricts 
the running of any other Internet connections.  As a result, tablet computers are necessary 
for portability and in-car use, otherwise the Police Officers will have to leave the field 
and return to the station to process reports, and based on this recommendation from 
Lieutenant Bennett, the Board approves the purchase of three iPad 64 GB tablets with 
Otter Box cases and keyboards in an amount not to exceed $3500.00. Roll call on motion:  
All aye. 

 
Information Technology - Approved 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel based upon the 

recommendation of Assistant Administrator Tim Hershner that the Board authorizes Mr. 
Hershner to execute an agreement with Donohoo Consulting, LLC for information 
technology services to inventory, evaluate and make a recommendation on how best 
Pierce Township can move the technology communication, systems and services forward, 
with the inventory and consulting services not to exceed $2500.00.  Roll call on motion:  
All aye. 

 
John Deere Tractor - Approved 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke based upon the 

recommendation of Public Works Foreman Matt Smith, the Board accepts the Ohio STS 
Contract #800276 from John Deere/Five Points Implement Company Inc. for the 
purchase of a 2014 John Deere 6105M Tractor in the amount of $35,080.72 which 
included the trade-in of the 1991 Case 895 Tractor with A-Boom mowing attachment.  
Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
Tiger Model TRB50C-SS-Mid Mount Boom Mower - Approved 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke based upon the 

recommendation of Public Works Foreman Matt Smith, the Board accepts the Ohio STS 
Contract #7751501209 from the Dexter Company for the following mowing equipment: 
One (1) Tiger model TRB50C-SS-Mid Mount Boom Mower, one (1) Tiger Model 
TSF75-EX Side Mount Flail Mower, one (1) Joystick Control and one (1) Hydraulic 
Quick Disconnect Kit in the total amount of $57,190.00.  Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
Cole Road Change Order – Clermont County Engineer’s Office 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke based on a request from Todd 

Gadbury, Clermont County Bridge Engineer, the Board approve the Change Order for the 
Cole Road project in the amount of $45,450.50, and to approve up to $20,000.00 to pay 
the remaining balance for the improvements on Cole Road, contracted through Clermont 
County Engineers office.  It is noted that Pierce Township will use the balance of 
$28,381.92 which remains on a current PO, so that a payment to Smith Construction can 
be processed.  Roll call on motion:  All aye.   

 
Culture Training- Ethics Class - Approved 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel based upon the 

recommendation of Assistant Administrator Hershner; the Board approves the 
expenditure of up to $500.00 to cover employee registrations to attend the Ethics Class  



hosted by LEAD Clermont at UC Clermont on April 21, 2014.  Roll Call on 
motion:  All Aye.  

 
Payment of Bills – February 10, 2014 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon the 

recommendation of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the bills from 
February 10, 2014 in the amount of $83,094.66 as previously provided.  Roll call on 
motion:  All aye 

 
Payment of Payroll – February 12, 2014 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel that based upon the 

recommendation of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the Payroll from 
February 12, 2014 in the amount of $112,193.47 as previously provided.  Roll call on 
motion:  All aye. 

 
Payment of Bills – February 19, 2014 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon the 

recommendation of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the bills from 
February 19, 2014 in the amount of $91,406.10 as previously provided.  Roll call on 
motion:  All aye 

 
Payment of Payroll – February 26, 2014 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel that based upon the 

recommendation of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the Payroll from 
February 26, 2014 in the amount of $135,238.34 as previously provided.  Roll call on 
motion:  All aye. 

 
Payment of Bills – February 24, 2014 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon the 

recommendation of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the bills from 
February 24, 2014 in the amount of $61,001.59 as previously provided.  Roll call on 
motion:  All aye 

 
Payment of Bills – February 27, 2014 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel that based upon the 

recommendation of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the bills from 
February 27, 2014 in the amount of $11,937.91 as previously provided.  Roll call on 
motion:  All aye. 

 
Payment of Payroll – March 4, 2014 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon the 

recommendation of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the Payroll from 
March 4, 2014 in the amount of $38,767.40 as previously provided.  Roll call on motion:  
All aye. 

 
 



Payment of Bills – March 12, 2014 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel that based upon the 

recommendation of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the bills from 
March 12, 2014 in the amount of $112,315.51 as previously provided.  Roll call on 
motion:  All aye. 

 
Payment of Dispatch Calls 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon the 

recommendation of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the payment of the 
Dispatch Calls in the amount of $71,324.17 as previously provided.  Roll call on motion:  
All aye. 

 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
Mrs. Batchler made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel that based upon the 

recommendation of the Township Assistant to the Administrator; the Board sets the date 
of April 12, 2014 for the Annual Easter Egg Hunt with sign ups to begin at 10:00 AM 
and to approve a budget of up to $1,000.00 for eggs, candy and supplies. Roll call on 
motion:  All aye. 

 
Executive Session 
At 7:43 PM, Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke to enter into 

Executive to discuss personnel matters, candidate and interview schedule, employment, 
compensation, real estate purchase and the sale of public property pursuant to ORC 
121.22 (1) (2) and a conference with legal counsel, Tom Keating.  Roll call on motion:  
All aye. 

 
At 9:48 PM, Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke to leave 

Executive Session.  It is noted that no action was taken by the Board during the Executive 
Session. Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
 
Foreman Matt Smith – Permitted to Carry Over 6 Vacation Days 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon the 

recommendation of the Township Public Works Manager John Koehler, the Board allows 
Public Works Foreman Matt Smith to carry over six (6) vacation days from 2013 to 2014.  
Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
The Board decided to set a Special Meeting for March 19, 2014 at 2:00 PM for 

the purpose of reviewing candidates for the position of Township Administrator and to 
conduct possible interviews. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 At 9:50 PM, Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that the meeting 
be adjourned.  Roll call on motion:  All aye.  
 
ATTESTED: 
The Pierce Township approved the foregoing minutes of the Board of Trustees on: 



 
____________________ 
Karen Register, Township Fiscal Officer 
____________________ 
Mrs. Batchler, Chairman 
Pierce Township Board of Trustees 

 


