
Pierce Township Trustees 

Meeting Minutes 

 

May 15, 2012 3pm 
 

The Board of Trustees of Pierce Township, Clermont County, Ohio met in Special Session at 

3:00 PM, on Tuesday, May 15, 2012 at the Pierce Township Administration Building, 950 

Locust Corner Road. 

 

Chairman Chris Knoop called the meeting to order. Board members answering roll call:  Mr. 

Knoop, Mrs. Bonnie Batchler, and Mr. Rich Riebel. Also present was Administrator David 

Elmer, Fire Chief Aaron Boggs, Assistant Fire Chief Scott Light and members of the Strategic 

Planning group. The purpose of the meeting was to hold a work session to discuss strategic 

planning and to discuss any other matters before the Board.  
 

A Motion was made by Mrs. Batchler, seconded by Mr. Riebel, to appoint Administrator Elmer 

as acting Clerk.  Roll call on motion: All Aye. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Mr. Light presented a license agreement to the Board for consideration. The Board reviewed the 

agreement 

 

 A Motion was made by Mrs. Batchler, seconded by Mr. Riebel, to approve the revocable license 

agreement between Hamilton County and Pierce Township for the removal of all-hazard sirens 

from locations in Hamilton County to then be used in Pierce Township as recommended by 

Assistant Chief Scott Light and to authorize Mr. Elmer to execute agreement  

 Roll Call on motion: All aye.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Mr. Knoop asked about the status of the Assistant Administrator job announcement.  Mr. Elmer 

reported that the Township has received 7-10 applications to date.  

 

Mr. Knoop asked about the status of the Police Interview Committee. Mr. Elmer reported that he 

has received feedback from committee members and interview dates will soon be determined. 

Mr. Riebel asked if the Township could do it this year. Mr. Elmer stated he believed that would 

be possible. Mrs. Batchler she would be out of town the week of June 4
th

 .  

 

The Board briefly discussed the Law Director position. Mr. Knoop reported that Dave Frey with 

the County Prosecutors Office would charge $150 for Law Director services 

 

Chief Boggs asked the Board to consider the purchase of new turn-out gear for the fire 

department as the ten-year life span on the current gear purchased in 2002 is about to expire. 

 

A Motion was made by Mr. Riebel, seconded by Mrs. Batchler to authorize Chief Boggs to 

purchase 5 sets of turn-out gear at $10,470.00. 

Roll call: All in favor.  The motion passed unanimously 

 



Chief Boggs reported that he obtained 3 proposals for IT-managed solutions companies ranging 

from $14,000 to $22,200.  Chief Boggs recommended the Board consult with a company called 

Splice-net.  

 

A Motion was made by Mr. Knoop, seconded by Mr. Riebel, to approve a contract with Splice-

Net for IT managed solutions at a cost not to exceed $19,800 for the first year. Mr. Elmer and 

Chief Boggs are authorized to negotiate a favorable contract. Roll Call: All Aye.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Dr. Kay commenced  the strategic planning session. Dr. Kay noted that the most important goal 

of the Township was to reverse the downward revenue trend.  Mr. Knoop added to that statement 

“ so Pierce Township can continue to maintain and improve service”. 

 

The Board revisited four of the five priorities it established at the May 1
st
 strategic planning 

session as follows: 

1. Proactive business recruiting 

2. Beckjord alternative uses 

3. Shared or less services 

4. Consolidation 

  

Discussion commenced regarding Beckjord. Mr. Elmer noted that several attempts have been 

made to discuss re-use of Beckjord property after it closes but that Duke representatives to date 

have stated they have no interest in selling the property and that there is little opportunity for 

reuse of the land.  Mr. Elmer noted Duke has explored leasing its docking facilities to a specific 

unnamed company but that Duke was not able to come to an agreement with the proposed lessee.   

Dan Owings, a resident who attended the meeting, provided his recollection of the historical 

background on the tax devaluation. Both Mr. Elmer and Mr. Owings suggested there would be 

little opportunity for Duke to lease the Beckjord property given the high liability associated with 

the property. They both also noted that the Township is part of the NOPE agreement which 

defines, in part, certain legal obligations and land uses including the future receipt of property 

from Duke to the Township. Mr. Elmer suggested that the group focus on how to best use that 

property once it is turned over to the Township. Mr. Owings suggested the Board explore 

challenging Dukes tax appeals. The Board agreed to change Priority number 2 from “Beckjord 

alternative uses” to “Revisit Duke Energy Tax Evaluation Appeal”   

 

Mr. Knoop suggested the Township meet with the County Auditor Office to see if they would be 

willing to revisit filing an objection to Duke’s tax appeal. Mrs. Batchler will contact Chuck 

Tilbury to set up meeting with Chuck, Linda, Fred Heflin, Tom Niehuas, Joe Eucker, and Dan 

Owings. 

 

Mr. Owings suggested that the Auditor has standing in a tax appeal but that the County would 

not fund the legal costs associated with an appeal which he estimated to be hundreds of 

thousands of dollars.      

 

 

 



 

 

 

The planning group then discussed action items for new Business Development. The group 

suggested the following: 

1. Inventory potential development sites 

2. Create a brochure touting the township 

 

The planning group also discussed the next steps towards proactive business development.  The 

group suggested the following: 

1. Hire an Assistant Administrator who would oversee planning, zoning and community 

development by August 1st 

2. Revisit outstanding projects and catalog by June 3oth  

3. Catalog all potential stakeholders and partners in new development.  

4. Initiate cooperation with adjoining jurisdictions on new development opportunities   

 

A Motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Batchler, seconded by Mr. Riebel. Roll call on motion: 

All aye.  The motion passed unanimously  

The meeting adjourned at 5:57pm 
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The Pierce Township approved the foregoing minutes of the Board of Trustees on: 
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____________________ 
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