
Pierce Township Trustees 
Meeting  
Minutes 

 
June 23, 2014 6:30 PM 

 
 The Board of Trustees of Pierce Township, Clermont County, Ohio met in Special 
Session at 6:30 PM, on Monday June 23, 2014 at the Pierce Township Administration 
Building, 950 Locust Corner Road. 
 
INVOCATION 

Chairman Bonnie Batchler invited Trustee Richard Riebel to lead the meeting in 
prayer. 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 Chairman Bonnie Batchler called the meeting to order. Board members answering 
roll call:  Mrs. Bonnie Batchler, Mr. Bob Pautke and Mr. Richard Riebel,    
Also present were Township Fire Chief Craig Wright, Assistant Fire Chief Scott Light, 
Police Chief Jeff Bachman, Township Administrator Tim Hershner, Public Works 
Manager John Koehler, and Attorney Tom Keating. 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 Mrs. Batchler asked everyone to join the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance before 
inviting the Mr. Keating to address the audience. 
 
Presentation – Proposed Siren 
  Mr. Keating asked that the residents be given an opportunity to speak to the 
Board regarding the Outdoor Warning Storm Siren that is scheduled to be placed at the 
old pumping station within Turnberry.  He recommended that the topic and comments be 
kept to 15 minutes and with that in mind, Mrs. Batchler asked for the spokesperson, 
Jackie Renner of 3498 Ballymore Court, Cincinnati, Ohio 45245 to provide the 
comments and thoughts regarding the resident’s opposition to the siren.  Ms. Renner 
delivered to the Board a written statement of opposition detailing the concerns and 
opinions of the residents in attendance. (See attached).   Mr. Tom DeWald of 1068 Logan 
Landing also expressed concerns regarding whether the location was suitable and wired 
for 3 phase.  He provided Arial maps and suggestions to the clerk after the presentation  
for the Board to have available for review.  Richard Greenwald, 3494 Ballymore Ct. 
informed the Board that he had spoken with an installer of sirens and was told that sirens 
could be re-wired to single phase and that perhaps the Board should consider the new lift 
station location for a possible placement of the outdoor warning siren. 
 
 Chairman Batchler thanked the residents for their input and expressed that the 
Board was elected to protect and serve all residents and that an Outdoor Warning Store 
Siren that could help protect more residents should move forward. 
 
 



 
Executive Session 
At 6:55 PM, Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke to enter into 

Executive to discuss personnel matters, candidate and interview schedule, real estate 
purchase, the sale of public property and conference with attorney Mr. Keating pursuant 
to ORC 121.22 (1) (2) and (3).  Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
At 7:37 PM, Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel to leave 

Executive Session. Roll call on motion:  All aye.  It is noted that no action was taken by 
the Board during the Executive Session. 

 
John Pelcha – Hired as a Full Time Police Officer  
A motion was made by Mr. Pautke and seconded by Mr. Riebel that based upon 

the recommendation of Police Chief Jeff Bachman that the Board hire John Pelcha to fill 
a vacant position as a full time Police Officer at pay Step 3 @ $22.71 per hour, 
$47,236.80 a year.  Mr. Pelcha will have a probationary period of one year from the date 
of hire which is effective immediately.  Roll call on motion:  All aye.  

 
Police Officer John Pelcha was then sworn in by Trustee Pautke and pictures were 

taken.  
 
Joshua Terrance Watren – Hired as a Full Time Firefighter/Paramedic 
A motion was made by Mr. Riebel and seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon 

the recommendation of Fire Chief Wright, the Board hire Joshua Terrance Watren to fill 
a vacant position as a full-time Firefighter/Paramedic at the established rate upon 
successful completion of a one (1) year probationary period noting that he has already 
successfully completed his Ohio Police and Fire Pension Fund physical, psychological 
examination and polygraph at the Township’s expense.  His effective full time hire date 
will be July 1, 2014. Roll call on motion:  All aye.  

 
 
Evan Michael Dunkelman – Hired as a Full Time Firefighter/Paramedic 
A motion was made by Mr. Pautke and seconded by Mr. Riebel that based upon 

the recommendation of Fire Chief Wright, the Board hire Evan Michael Dunkelman to 
fill a vacant position as a full-time Firefighter/Paramedic at the established rate upon 
successful completion of a one (1) year probationary period noting that he has already 
successfully completed his Ohio Police and Fire Pension Fund physical, psychological 
examination and polygraph at the Township’s expense.  His effective full time hire date 
will be July 1, 2014. Roll call on motion:  All aye.  

 
Zachary Scott Cranfill – Promoted to Fire Lieutenant 
A motion was made by Mr. Riebel and seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon 

the recommendation of Fire Chief Wright; the Board promotes Zachary Scott Cranfill to 
fill the existing vacant position as a full-time Fire Lieutenant at the established rate upon 
successful completion of a one (1) year probationary period, effective promotion date 
will be July 1, 2014. Roll call on motion:  All aye.  



 
 
 
Michael James Masterson – Promoted to Fire Captain 
A motion was made by Mr. Pautke and seconded by Mr. Riebel that based upon 

the recommendation of Fire Chief Wright, the Board promote Michael James Masterson 
to fill the existing vacant position as a full-time Fire Captain which has been vacant since 
Captain Wright was promoted to Fire Chief, at the established rate upon successful 
completion of a one (1) year probationary period, effective promotion date will be July 1, 
2014. Roll call on motion:  All aye.  

 
Fire Chief Wright then presented to the two new full time fire fighters/paramedics 

their badges and to the newly promoted Lieutenant and Captain, their badges and 
helmets. Pictures were then taken to mark the occasion. 

 
Henry Contractors, Inc. – Hired 
A motion was made by Mr. Riebel and seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon 

the recommendation of Public Works Manager John Koehler, the Board agrees to hire 
and have Henry Contractors, Inc. to repair the retaining wall in the creek at 3320 Wagner 
Road in order to stabilize Wagner Road for the amount not to exceed $20,614.00.  Roll 
call on motion:  All aye.   

 
Agreement with the Clermont County Engineer – Approved 
A motion was made by Mr. Riebel and seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon 

the recommendation of Public Works Manager John Koehler, the Board agrees to adopt 
Resolution 014-003 which authorizes the 2014 payment to the Clermont County Engineer 
in the amount of $223,338.90 for the repair and paving of the township roads during the 
2014 paving project, the roads are listed and are contained on the attached list.  Roll call 
on motion:  All aye.   

 
 
Finance Committee Members Introduced 
Fiscal Officer Karen Register introduced Gregg Ossege, David Gooch and Stan 

Shadwell as members of the newly formed Finance Committee.  Ms. Register explained 
that Ben Pugh was unable to attend.  Ms. Register then spoke of the early benefits already 
being realized by the formation of this advisory committee which is comprised of 
business leaders with financial expertise.  It was noted that the members are residents of 
the Township and the work and time that each member is providing is all donated.  Then 
Ms. Register asked the Finance Committee to provide their comments and 
recommendation regarding a potential Fire department levy.  Mr. Ossege address the 
Board and shared that Pierce Township ranks 5th in expenditures when compared to 
surrounding departments and that our personnel are on the lower ranks of compensation 
compared to surrounding departments.  Mr. Ossege shared that the Finance Committee is 
recommending that the Board consider placing a 2.80 mil levy on the November ballot 
for 10 years.  The Board proceeded to ask questions regarding their recommendation and 
were told that the 2.88 mil levy would amount to approximately $150.00 per year for a 



home valued at $150,000 and it was shared that the average home value in Pierce 
Township is……………… 

 
Resolution 014-002 - Amended 
A motion was made by Mr. Riebel, seconded by Mr. Pautke to amend Resolution 

014-002 to include the terminology that Resolution of Necessity of Levying Tax 
Exceeding Ten-Mill Limitation includes the term/length which state that the levy of 3.88 
mills will be a “Continuing” levy.  See attached amended Resolution 014-002. Roll call 
on the motion:  All aye.   

 
Annual Payment to Frank Gates Service Company - Approved 
A motion was made by Mr. Riebel and seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon 

the recommendation of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the payment of 
the Annual Service Fee to the Frank Gates Service Company in the amount of $5,820.00.  
Roll call on motion:  All aye 

 
Creation of Fund #42 – Hike Bike Path Grant 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon the 

recommendation of the Assistant to the Administrator Claudia Carroll, the Board approve 
the creation of Fund #42 for the Hike-Bike Path Extension for the recently awarded 
ODNR grant in the amount of $123,331.00.  Roll  call on motion:  All aye. 

 
Creation of Fund #42 – Hike Bike Path Grant 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon the 

recommendation of the Assistant to the Administrator Claudia Carroll, the Board approve 
the authorization of the advancement of money from the General Fund as needed for the 
Hike-Bike Path Extension grant and to include authorization to the Fiscal Office to 
reimburse the General Fun all monies that were advanced from the General Fund to the 
Fund #42 Hike-Bike Path Extension in order to repay the General Fund once the ODNR 
funds become available.  Roll  call on motion:  All aye. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 At 8:23 PM, Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel that the meeting 
be adjourned.  Roll call on motion:  All aye.  
 
ATTESTED: 
The Pierce Township approved the foregoing minutes of the Board of Trustees on: 
 
____________________ 
Karen Register, Township Fiscal Officer 
____________________ 
Mrs. Batchler, Chairman 
Pierce Township Board of Trustees 

 


