
Pierce Township Trustees 
Meeting  
Minutes 

 
June 11, 2014   6:30 PM 

 
 The Board of Trustees of Pierce Township, Clermont County, Ohio met in Regular 
Session at 6:30 PM, on Wednesday June 11, 2014 at the Pierce Township Administration 
Building, 950 Locust Corner Road. 
 
INVOCATION 

Chairman Bonnie Batchler asked Trustee Richard Riebel to lead the meeting in prayer. 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 Chairman Bonnie Batchler called the meeting to order. Board members answering roll 
call:  Mrs. Bonnie Batchler, Mr. Bob Pautke and Mr. Richard Riebel,    
Also present were Township Fire Chief Craig Wright, Assistant Fire Chief Scott Light, Police 
Chief Jeff Bachman, Township Administrator Tim Hershner, Public Works Manager John 
Koehler, Claudia Carroll, Assistant to the Administrator and Attorney Tom Keating was also in 
attendance. 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 Mrs. Batchler asked everyone to join the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance and then 
requested any Trustee updates.   
 
Celebratory Events & Items 
  Public Works Manager mentioned that employee Dave Snyder’s daughter was selected 
to place a wreath on the tomb of the Unknown Soldier during a recent trip to Washington DC. 
 

Approval of Minutes – May 13, 2014 - Special Meeting 
 Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke to approve the minutes of the May 
13, 2014, Special Zoning Meeting of the Board of Trustees as presented.  Roll call on motion:  
All aye. 
 

Approval of Minutes May 13, 2014 – Regular Meeting 
 Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke to approve the minutes of the May 
13, 2014, Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees as presented.  Roll call on motion:  All aye. 
 

Revised Job Description – Approved 
A motion was made by Mr. Pautke seconded by Mr. Riebel based upon the 

recommendation of Police Chief Jeff Bachman, that the Board approve the revised job 
description for Police Sergeant from Five (5) years of full time law enforcement experience in a 
comparable size municipal or township police department to Five (5) years of full time law 
enforcement experience in a comparable size municipal or township police department with three 
(3) of those years being with Pierce Township before being eligible for the position of Police 
Sergeant.  Roll call on motion:  All aye. 



 
Resignation – Accepted  
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke based upon the recommendation of 

Fire Chief Craig Wright; the Board accepts the resignation of part time employee Carl Ryan 
Waterfield per his letter of resignation dated May 20, 2014., His resignation shall leave him 
considered as in good standing with the Township. Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
Termination of Employment – Danny Wayne Taylor – Approved 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke based upon the recommendation of 

Fire Chief Craig Wright; the Board terminates the employment of part time employee Danny 
Wayne Taylor for failure to successfully complete his probationary period.  His departure status 
of termination shall leave him considered in poor standing with the Township. Roll call on 
motion:  All aye. 

 
Reclassified Employment – Donald George Gates – Approved 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke based upon the recommendation of 

Fire Chief Craig Wright; the Board accept the request of full time employee Donald George 
Gates to be reclassified from full time Firefighter/Paramedic back to part time 
Firefighter/Paramedic at the appropriate established part time hourly rate based on years of 
service with Pierce Township retroactive back to Mary 25, 2014. Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
Reliance Standard Contract - Approved 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke based upon the recommendation of 

Assistant to the Administrator Claudia Carroll, the Board approve the Reliance Standard 
Contract for Life, AD&D and Disability plan year 2014-2015 for all eligible employees and 
elected officials at a zero percent increase.  Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
Dental Care Plus Contract - Approved 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke based upon the recommendation of 

Assistant to the Administrator Claudia Carroll, the Board approve the Dental Care Plus Contract 
for the plan year 2014-2015 for all eligible employees and elected officials at a zero percent 
increase.  Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
Paul Houston Appointed to the Zoning Commission - Approved 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel based upon the recommendation of 

Administrator Tim Hershner; the Board approves the appointment of Paul Houston to the Zoning 
Commission Board for a five year term from 6/1/2014 to 5/31/2019.   Roll call on motion:  All 
aye. 

 
 
Dick Schuler Appointed to the Zoning Commission - Approved 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke based upon the recommendation of 

Administrator Tim Hershner; the Board approves the appointment of Dick Schuler to the Zoning 
Commission Board for a five year term from 6/1/2013 to 5/31/2018.   Roll call on motion:  All 
aye. 

 



Ray Lembke Appointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals - Approved 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel based upon the recommendation of 

Administrator Tim Hershner; the Board approves the appointment of Ray Lembke to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals for a five year term from 11/29/2013 to 11/28/2018.   Roll call on motion:  All 
aye. 

 
Lynn Holman Reappointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals - Approved 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel based upon the recommendation of 

Administrator Tim Hershner; the Board approves the reappointment of Lynn Holman to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals for a five year term from 11/29/2012 to 11/28/2017.   Roll call on 
motion:  All aye 

 
Mike Phelps - Reappointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals - Approved 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel based upon the recommendation of 

Administrator Tim Hershner; the Board approves the reappointment of Mike Phelps to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals for a five year term from 11/29/2014 to 11/28/2019.   Roll call on 
motion:  All aye 

 
Mike Phelps - Reappointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals - Rescinded 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel to rescind the prior motion approving 

the reappointment of Mike Phelps to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a five year term from 
11/29/2014 to 11/28/2019 since the dates of his term within the motion have to be confirmed and 
corrected.   Roll call on motion:  All aye 

 
Local Government IT Solutions – Negotiations for Contract Authorized 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that the Board authorize Mr. Keating 

and Mr. Hershner to negotiate a contract for computer equipment, software and services with 
Township and Local Government IT Solutions, LLC and to authorize Administrator Hershner to 
execute said contract once reviewed and approved by legal noting the amount is not to exceed 
$50,000.00 for the first year which includes a $10,000.00 down payment for computer 
equipment and noting there are anticipated monthly payments of $3,200.00 for the equipment 
lease to own, software fees and consultant fees for sixty months with minor price adjustments 
based on other service provider fee increases and unexpected service demands from time to time.  
Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
Lewis and White Oak property - Purchase Authorized 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based recommendation of 

Administrator Tim Hershner, the Board authorizes Administrator Hershner to execute and record 
the closing transfer documents for the purchase of Clermont County property known as the 
Lewis and White Oak County Water Property, Parcels 282807A104 and 282807A146 in the 
amount of $170,000.00 for the creation of future right of way for the realignment of the Lewis 
and White Oak intersection.  Administrator Hershner is also hereby authorized to sell the balance 
of said property to the highest and best bidder as expeditiously as possible for a price not less 
than $170,000.00 plus project expenses.  Roll call on motion:  All aye 

 
 



Fiscal Office Reports and Motions 
The fiscal office included and provided a cash summary by fund, a bank reconciliation 

report, receipt account status report and an appropriation status report to the Board of Trustees 
and requested the following motions. 

 
Payment of Bills – May 12, 2014 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon the recommendation 

of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the bills from May 12, 2014 in the amount of 
$25,585.66 as previously provided.  Roll call on motion:  All aye 

 
Payment of Payroll – May 21, 2014 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel that based upon the recommendation 

of the Township Fiscal Officer the Board approve the payroll of May 21, 2014 in the amount of 
$128,350.38 as previously provided.  Roll call on motion:  All aye 

 
Payment of Bills – May 21, 2014 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon the recommendation 

of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the bills from May 21, 2014 in the amount of 
$73,437.14 as previously provided.  Roll call on motion:  All aye 

 
Payment of Bills – May 27, 2014 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel that based upon the recommendation 

of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the bills from May 27, 2014 in the amount of 
$6,570.70 as previously provided.  Roll call on motion:  All aye 

 
Payment of Payroll – June 04, 2014 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon the recommendation 

of the Township Fiscal Officer; the Board approves the payroll from June 4, 2014 in the amount 
of $116,610.45 as previously provided.  Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
Special Budget Meeting Set – July 9, 2014 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke that based upon the request of the 

Township Fiscal Officer, Karen Register to set a Special Budget Hearing to review the 2015 
Budget for July 9, 2014 at 5:30 PM.  Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
Special Meeting Set – June 23, 2014 
Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel that based upon the request of the 

Township Administrator Tim Hershner to set a Special Meeting to review the Fire Department 
Budget and to consider a possible Fire/Emergency Services levv and to handle any other matters 
to come before the Board, including the request from Trustee Pautke that Mr. Hershner add the 
siren issue to meeting agenda for June 23rd.    Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
Resolution 014-002 - Necessity for Fire Department Levy 
Mr. Riebel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pautke to adopt and approve Resolution 

014-002, a Resolution of Necessity for Levying Tax Exceeding to levy an additional 3.88 mills, 
to constitute a tax in excess of the ten-mill limitation for the benefit of Pierce Township for the 



purposes set forth in Ohio Revised Code 5705.19(I) as follows: for the purposes of providing and 
maintaining fire apparatus, appliances, buildings, sites therefor, or sources of water supply and 
materials therefor, or the establishment and maintenance of lines of fire alarm telegraph, or the 
payment of permanent, part time or volunteer firefighters or firefighting companies to train and 
to operate the same, including the payment of the firefighting employers contribution required 
under section 742,34 of the Ohio Revised Code, or the purchase of ambulance equipment or the 
provisions of ambulance, paramedic or other emergency medical services operated by a fire 
department or firefighting company at a rate not exceeding 3.88 for each one dollar of valuation. 
Resolved that the levy be placed on the tax lists of the current tax year commencing in 2014, first 
due in calendar year 2015, if a majority of the electors voting theron vote in favor. See the full 
Resolution 014-002 attached. Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
Executive Session 
At 8:23 PM, Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel to enter into Executive 

to discuss personnel matters, candidate and interview schedule, real estate purchase and the sale 
of public property and conference with attorney pursuant to ORC 121.22 (1) (2) and (3) with 
legal counsel, Tom Keating.  Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
At 9:45 PM, Mrs. Batchler made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel to leave Executive 

Session.  Roll call on motion:  All aye.  It is noted that no action was taken by the Board during 
the Executive Session. 

 
Health Care Increase Approved 
A motion was made by Mr. Riebel and seconded by Mr. Pautke based upon the 

recommendation of the Assistant to the Administrator, the Board approve the proposed 6.5% 
health care increase with no change to the current plans or structure for all eligible employees 
and elected officials, with the Board noting that all employees and elected officials under the 
health care plan that do not comply with the requirements for the wellness plans by June 30, 
2014, will be consider non-compliant and responsible for absorbing the costs of their own higher 
premium costs.  Roll call on motion:  All aye. 

 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 At 10:34 PM, Mr. Pautke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riebel to adjourn the meeting.  
Roll call on motion:  All aye.  
 
ATTESTED: 
The Pierce Township approved the foregoing minutes of the Board of Trustees on: 
 
____________________ 
Karen Register, Township Fiscal Officer 
____________________ 
Mrs. Batchler, Chairman 
Pierce Township Board of Trustees 

 
 


